WC-RTAC Injury Prevention Minutes
August 15, 2008

Present:  Cyndy Bayer, Rebecca Wallin, Pat Hubin, Tom Peterson, Sarah Shaw, Rose Kuebker, Kelly Johnson, Craig Nelson, Pat McCauley, Nicole Gullickson, Pam Jenkins, Lynn Nelson

June 13, 2008 minutes approved.

The first agenda item was the car seat safety program.  JoEllen Rutzen was unable to attend the meeting.  The group discussed car seat safety programs.  Craig stated that in researching alternative programs that all the car seat safety programs lead back to Safekids for initial certification.  He felt that it is better to have a car seat checked by someone who needs recertification than no one checking it to insure safety.  The group came up with the following questions for JoEllen: minimum class size, is there a recert class for those who have expired recently, availability for certification/recert class.  Lynn will contact JoEllen.  Kelly suggested having those who attend a certification class sign a contract with the WCRTAC on helping with a designated number of checks per year so that they will help with enough events to remain certified.  Nicki stated that a senior checker is only needed for events.  
To recertify, you need to have verified seat check activity (5 types), a community event (one check up or community workshop), and continuing education (6 hours), and pay a $40 fee.  For certification, you would attend a 4 day course with 3 days of classes and the last day would be a safety seat checkup event.  It was suggested to have the class in New Richmond at WITC.  Craig would like to send a mash email for the certification class.  He also suggested having car seat safety as an agenda item at the next Executive meeting.   A suggestion was made to update the car seat checker list on our website.  Josh will coordinate this.
Nicki gave an update on the grant for the car seat safety program.  It is written and has been sent.  We should hear within the next month if it is approved.  The grant would cover 25% for equipment and 75% for administration of the program.  It would reimburse $30/hr for 4 hours plus mileage.  Kelly asked if we could use grant money to pay for a certification class.  Nicki said it should cover the cost.  If the grant is approved, Nicki would need each hospital to report how much money they spent on the event.  Nicki encouraged each hospital to budget for the car seat program as if the grant isn’t approved.  The cost of a car seat is $60.  Nicki hasn’t got the car seat kit put together yet.  Lynn states the RTAC is purchasing a banner for the conference and the banner will be put with the kit for use at events.  Lynn will ask Craig to send out a reminder for photos and logos to use for the banner.
Next, Pat McCauley gave an update on the Geriatric Falls Program.  The binders were distributed to the group.  The CD is still in development and will be mailed out.  The CD will allow you to print out the marketing materials with your own logo.  The data obtained from each site will go to Josh to hold onto.  Then, Heidi and Dr. McGonigal will review it and report it to the RTAC on a quarterly basis.  The data will need to be collected for 1 year before it can be reviewed for changes to be made in the program and for significant findings to be written in a report.  Also, we will need to determine how to sustain the program after 1 year and should look to public health to help with this.  The falls program will be overviewed at the September 18th RTAC meeting by Heidi, Pat, and Dr. McGonigal.  Tom volunteered to help with the presentation as a local representative.  Pat stressed that Regions is willing to meet with hospital administration or EMS to present the program.  Kelly asked if we should apply for grants as individuals or as a group.  Pat thought that as a group would be better but individuals could certainly apply for grants.  Grant money could be used for a statistician or for home repair costs.  Pat reminded the group that the data collection person at each site doesn’t have to be a RN and the lead physician could be a NP.  Pat also needs to speak with Josh on his data collection role.  Pam reported that Amery’s falls program is up and running with their PT/OT department heading it.  Kelly reported that Osceola’s social service department is involved in their program. 

 Lynn reported that Hudson’s falls program will be apart of the hospital’s ACE (acute care for the elderly) program.  Pat Hubin stated that Barron County is the one doing the falls program in Washburn and that she just got information on the program.  Pat Hubin will share the info with Rebecca from Cumberland. 
Last, gun lock safety was discussed.  Kelly stated that Dan was having trouble getting the locks.  He was able to get them when he worked in Burnett County but has not been able to get them in Polk County.  Both Dan and Cyndy have emailed the National Shooting Sports Foundation with no reply from them.  Kelly said she used to get the locks from the ENA but they have discontinued the program.  The gun locks from the ENA came from Milwaukee.  The group decided that a collaborative letter from the WCRTAC should be sent to the National Shooting Sports Foundation to obtain the locks.
Rebecca volunteered to host the next meeting in Cumberland.

The next meeting is Friday, October 17th at 1000 in Cumberland.

