WC-RTAC Injury Prevention Minutes

June 13, 2008
Present:  Cyndy Bayer, Kelly Johnson, Nicole Gullickson, Joy Jackson, Josh Rau, Pat Hubin, Pat McCauley, Sarah Shaw, Lynn Nelson

April 11, 2008 minutes approved with one change.
The first agenda item was the Geriatric Falls Program.  Pat McCauley gave an update on program.  The EMS/ER activation form is done.  Pat will email it to the group for review.  The binders are in production as well as the C.D.  The C.D. includes marketing materials as well as an electronic copy of the binder.  Pat hopes to get this mailed out within the next 3 weeks.  The group next discussed how to connect with those members who don’t sit on the IP committee.  Josh stated that the WC-RTAC has 11 hospitals and 25 EMS services.  Pat McCauley stated that he will meet with the hospitals not represented on the IP committee-Baldwin, Westfields, Cumberland, and Burnett.  He will also meet with Shell Lake to inquire about Washburn County’s fall program.  Pat Hubin states Shell Lake ER doesn’t participate in the county program.  The group felt it would be good if Shell Lake ER could partner with Washburn County.   The group also felt that community health is a key position that we need to include in the fall program.  The group decided that the hospitals would meet with their respective public health. 
 The group also decided that the next step was to bring the falls program to the WC-RTAC as a whole to roll it out to the hospitals and EMS services.  It would then be each hospital’s responsibility to connect with the individual ambulance services not present at the roll out.  Josh will put the geriatric falls program on the July agenda for the RTAC.  Dr. McGonigal is willing to be present at the hospitals’ kick off programs.
Next, the group discussed funding of the falls program.  Cyndy Baer suggested applying for a $30,000 grant thru the Wisconsin Office of Rural Health.  To qualify for the grant you have to be a critical access hospital and you get more points if you have EMS involvement.  Cyndy suggested applying for the grant as an RTAC for the falls program so that we wouldn’t be competing with each other individually.  Nicole stated that she would like to apply for the grant for the RTAC car seat safety program.  Josh reminded the group that at the last RTAC meeting it was approved to apply for the grant for car seat safety and $200 was allocated to hire someone to write the grant.  The group decided to apply for the grant for the car seat safety program.  The group discussed the costs of the falls program.  The group decided costs would include administrative and paperwork, screenings for outpatients, and home visits and home repair costs.  Pat McCauley suggested local funding by inviting potential donors to the kick off event for the program.
Then, Lynn gave an update on the IP money.  The RTAC account is low and we are waiting on the June payment from the State before the $200 checks for hospitals and the $500 check for the car seat kit is sent out.  The checks will sent out in the mail.
Next, the group discussed the car seat safety program.  Craig sent Lynn sites on car seat safety programs but they all have Safe Kids training initially.  One of the sites has a course for RN on child passenger safety.  Kelly expressed interest in this and will get more information on it for the next meeting.  Craig and Josh are trying to get information on the State Trooper program.  They believe that it doesn’t require a senior checker for car seat checks.  Nicole stated that she is becoming a senior checker thru WINS with the help of JoEllen Rutzen.  Lynn invited JoEllen Rutzen to the meeting but she was unable to attend.  The group decided that we need more information on the car seat programs.  Lynn will see if JoEllen can attend the next IP meeting.  Josh will see if he can get info on the State Trooper program.  The group decided that we shouldn’t be charged with picking a specific program but with supporting child seat safety in general.  Also, if we give Josh the dates for car seat checks, he will post it on the RTAC website.

Lynn showed the group BuckleBear.  It is used for injury prevention for preschool thru 3rd grade on car safety, pedestrian safety, and bike safety.  The cost is $500.  He comes with audio tapes and safety books.

                                                                                                         Cyndy shared with the group that Farm Tech Days will be in River Falls in 2010.  It would be event for injury prevention.

Last, Kelly wondered if we had heard anything from Dan about getting gun locks.   Kelly to follow up with Dan.

Next meeting:  Friday, August 15th at 1030 am at Baldwin.

